*376                              PLUTARCH'S LIVES
so agreeable, he would fall into a temper of ostentation and soldierly
boasting, which gave his flatterers a great advantage to ride him,
and made his better friends very uneasy. For though they thought
it too base to strive who should flatter him most, yet they found it
hazardous not to do it; so that between the shame and the danger,
they were in a great strait how to behave themselves. After such an
entertainment, he was wont to bathe, and then perhaps he would sleep
till noon, and sometimes all day long. He was so very temperate in his
eating, that when any rare fish or friuts were sent him, he would dis-
tribute them among his friends, and often reserve nothing for him-
self. His table, however, was always magnificent, the expense of it
still increasing with his good fortune, till it amounted to ten thousand
drachmas a day, to which sum he limited it, and beyond this he would
suffer none to lay out in any entertainment where he himself was the
guest.
After the battle of Issus, he sent to Damascus to seize upon the
money and baggage, the wives and children, of the Persians, of
which spoil the Thessalian horseman had the greatest share; for he
had taken particular notice of their gallantry in the fight, and sent
them thither on purpose to make their reward suitable to their cour-
age. Not but that the rest of the army had so considerable a part of
the booty as was sufficient to enrich them all. This first gave the
Macedonians such a taste of the Persian wealth and women and
barbaric splendor of living, that they were ready to pursue and
follow upon it with all the eagerness of hounds upon a scent. But
Alexander, before he proceeded any further, thought it necessary
to assure himself of the sea-coast. Those who governed in Cyprus
put that island into his possession, and Phoenicia, Tyre only excepted,
was surrendered to him. During the siege of this city, which, with
mounds of earth cast up, and battering engines, and two hundred
galleys by sea, was carried on for seven months together, he dreamt
that he saw Hercules upon the walls, reaching out his hands, and
calling to him. And many of the Tyrians in their sleep fancied that
Apollo told them he was displeased with their actions, and was about
to leave them and go over to Alexander. Upon which, as if the god
had been a deserting soldier, they seized him, so to say, in the act,
tied down the statue with ropes, and nailed it to the pedestal, re-
proaching him that he was a favor of Alexander, Another time
Alexander dreamed he saw a satyr mock him at a distance, and when
he endeavored to catch him, he still escaped from him, till at last
with much perseverance, and running about after him, he got him
into his power. The soothsayers, making two words of Satyrus,
assured him that Tyre should be his own. The inhabitants at this
time show a spring of water, near which they say Alexander slept
when he fancied the satyr appeared to him.